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2016/17

70% increase in 
last 10 years

Involuntarily 
admitted & treated 

patients

15,000

In BC facilities

Detention Criteria

• Detention criteria met
• Consent to treatment

obtained
• Notification of rights given
• Relatives notified

How patient rights 
are protected

Facilities are required to 
complete a set of legal forms 
on admission that show: 

What we examined: 
Were Legal safeguards followed upon admission?

approx.

What We Found

We recommend
1 Regular auditing, annual performance targets, improved

records management, and increased public reporting

2 Provincial standards and guidance with mandatory training

3 Independent rights advice service

HIGH LEVELS OF NON-COMPLIANCE   Facilities completed 
all 5 required forms 

only  

28% 
of the time

EXTRAORDINARY 
STATE POWER WITH 

LITTLE OVERSIGHT OR 
ACCOUNTABILITY

No Notification of 
Rights form on  

51%
 of patient files

No Consent for 
Treatment form on 

24%
 of patient files

All 24 
Recommendations

accepted

p

Committed to change: Report highlights
Mental Health Act Involuntary Admissions

p Can’t be admitted 
voluntarily

Substantial deterioration 
or risk of harm to self or 
others 

p

Mental disorder & require 
treatment

p


